
Melrose Farm meadows – a summary of the management plan 
 

Brief Description 
Melrose Farm Meadows Nature Reserve is situated at Grid Ref. SO 817410, 2.5 miles to the 
north-west of Upton on Severn, in the Parish of Hanley Castle in the Malvern Hills District of 
Worcestershire. The site is part of Brotheridge Green Meadows SSSI, a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest notified in 1971. 
 
The area of the site is 2.2 hectares and comprises two unimproved hay meadows, an old 
orchard situated within unimproved herb rich meadow, and a small disused damson orchard 
now managed as scrub. Species-rich hedges containing several trees surround the reserve 
and add to the overall diversity of the site. 
 
The main interest of the reserve lies in its unimproved grassland, which consists of the 
National Vegetation Classification type MG5 (neutral grassland). There is a history of 
traditional hay meadow management on the reserve which is maintained by WWT to 
preserve and enhance the floral diversity.  
 
Key plant species which are uncommon in the County and are found within Melrose Farm 
Meadows include Dyer’s Greenweed, Adder’s-tongue, Meadow Saffron, Green-winged 
Orchid, Saw-wort and Pepper Saxifrage. 
 
The orchard has several trees which are senescent or moribund and there are some younger 
specimens of old varieties planted to replace these, which remain in situ.  
 
The reserve lies within the Severn & Avon Vales Natural Area as defined by Natural England, 
and Worcestershire Wildlife Trust’s (WWT) Severn and Avon Vales Living Landscape area. 
 
Management Aims 
The primary objective is to maintain the diversity and quality of the hay meadows and 
preserve the aging orchard trees, while continuing a programme of replacement for trees 
that have died and to maintain the SSSI in favourable condition.  
 
Secondary objectives would include fulfilling our other legal obligations including meeting 
the criteria of our Higher Level Stewardship agreement.  We should also ensure the short 
section of public footpath across the reserve is kept in safe condition. 
 
Additionally, there are a number of similar unimproved grassland sites in the vicinity, two of 
which adjoin the reserve and form part of an overall unit. These fields are owned by the 
tenants of Melrose Meadows and are farmed in the same manner, with more hay meadows 
in the wider surrounds. While there is no intention to encourage additional public access to 
the site, it can be used as a demonstration site to owners of similar meadows and orchards. 
 
Rationale 
Melrose farm is a fine example of unimproved neutral hay meadow. Despite high national 
losses of this semi-natural, traditionally farmed habitat due to agricultural improvement and 
intensification since the Second World War, figures in the county habitat action plan show 



that Worcestershire retains around 20% of the country’s total of herb-rich meadows on 
neutral soils. 
 
Maintenance of this resource, as well as the potential to use it to acquire or influence 
neighbouring land to expand the coverage of unimproved hay meadow is in line with the 
objectives of the Living Landscape approach and the County Habitat action plan. 
 
 
Summary of Management 
 
Grassland areas: 

• Carry out late hay after 15th July to allow meadow plants to seed 
• Follow up the hay cutting with aftermath grazing using cattle 
• Control injurious weeds to prevent them occupying more than 5% of the sward 
• Prevent encroachment from scrub and bramble 
• Monitor the grassland to assess management 
• Manage hedge boundaries to prevent shading while maintaining quality. 

 
Orchard: 

• Restore and maintain the aging fruit trees through sympathetic pruning 
• Maintain deadwood wherever possible – both standing and fallen 
• Manage the grassland within the orchard by hay cutting and grazing with cattle 
• Collect fruit from orchard trees to prevent cattle choking on fallen fruit 
• Monitor the grassland to assess management. 

 
Scrub area: 

• Minimal management required, but maintain open structure. 
 


